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GUIDE TO WRITING YOUR FEMINIST ACTION RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Every research institution and funding agency provides its own guide for research proposal submissions. Some agencies may require more detailed guidelines than this one, while others may provide much more simple guidelines. For the purpose of our course, we are following this guide, which includes some of the more basic features of a research proposal tailored to feminist action research. You might find this guide useful when developing (feminist) participatory action research proposals and policy-relevant research proposal to women’s research NGOs. Writing research proposals is an exercise in writing brevity, logical organizational structure, and idea crystallization.
OVERALL FORMAT GUIDE: 
· Use Times New Roman, 12 point font, double-spaced, ¾ inch margin on all sides, limit of 12-15 pages. 
· You may use italics or bold for key words or phrases you want to emphasize.
· Print on only one side of the page for the final full proposal, double-sided for the draft. Send an electronic version to the instructor.
· Any figure, diagram or flow chart used should be included in the counting of page-limit.

TITLE: Provide a catchy and appropriate title that summarizes the focus of the research. (Place at the top, centred).

BACKGROUND OF THE ACTION RESEARCH
· Explain here the research context, and research problem that you want to address in your feminist action research. The action research context or problem may include brief discussion of the key players/actors in the research, or the community issues or problems that your feminist action research would like to address. You might want to connect your action research to a landmark event, news, story, or policy issue relevant to the research. 

· Include, where relevant, an explanation of why you as a feminist action researcher are interested in the topic, why this is a concern for feminist researchers in general. 
RELEVANCE AND RATIONALE OF THE RESEARCH

· Explain here relevance of the research, or rationale for the study. 
· Provide a brief explanation of why this is an important and/or timely topic for feminist research, and why you wish to undertake this research. 
· If you are writing on a topic that is related to policy, include explanation of its policy relevance in the field of feminist research. 
ACTION RESEARCH QUESTIONS, OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES
· Explain here your feminist action research goals and objectives, both general and more specific, followed by the key action research question(s) you want to address in the study, and the outcomes you
· Make sure you develop clear analytical but action-oriented research question as your primary question, which may follow with more specific empirical-analytical research questions that follow logically from your primary question.

BRIEF REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
· Explain here why action research is appropriate to use in relation to previous research, or lack of research on the topic. Provide here a critical analytical review of related literature, summarizing previous action research, if any, relevant theories, analytical frameworks, key insights from previous studies, etc. and identifying the key landmark works and/or bodies of literature that inform your research or that you are drawing from in your research. You may use a drawing to explain your analytical framework, if relevant and useful to your review.
· Indicate where relevant the key research gaps or vacuum in existing research that you wish to fill, or your own cross-fertilization of previous research findings that hitherto remain unconnected, or not yet given a feminist analysis, or identification of relevant questions, issues and/or problems in previous studies, including feminist ones, that you would like to address in your research.

· TIP: Include where relevant your own definition or key concepts, or operationalization of key terms, definitions that may have been borrowed from other researchers.

· TIP: Observe proper documentation format in citing reference (preferably use Harvard or MLA style).

FEMINIST ACTION RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

· Explain here in detail your feminist action research methodology. If an insider to the community or interest group you want to study, identify the key actors/players/stakeholders who will be involved in the research, how their informed consent and active participation will be generated, as well your role as a feminist researcher in data collection, analysis and writing of research findings, and the role of your research team members, where relevant. If an outsider to the community you wish to study, explain how you will “enter” or approach the community, who are the key actors/players, how will they participate, etc.
· Include specific research methods you are going to use, and how these methods relate to one another in terms of chronology of use and complementarity or triangulation. You may use a drawing to explain your methodology, including the flow and structure of your research methods, if relevant.

· If using survey questionnaire, interviews and/or focus group discussion, include samples of questions you will use in the interview and/or focus group.

· TIP: Indicate clearly the steps and processes of initiation, collaboration, and knowledge co-production with relevant communities.

ANTICIPATED ACTION RESEARCH OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES (AND PLANS FOR COMMUNICATION OF ACTION RESEARCH RESULTS IF RELEVANT):
· Explain here the specific outputs you wish to produce from this feminist action research. These may include here any handbook, manual, policy review or report, brochures, newsletters, websites, blogs, newspaper, or bulletin that might be of use to the community of practice or community of researchers. If interested in linking the action research to academia, indicate if your action research will produce journal articles, books chapters or books you plan to develop in the course of your research project. Make sure that your anticipated or planned outputs are appropriate for the nature and objectives of your research.

· Explain as well the feminist action research outcomes (short and medium term) and/or impacts (long-term) that you anticipate from the research. Outcomes refer to specific results, for example, a better understanding of well-being indicators, that could lead to more general, long-term impact, such as improved overall community well-being. If unsure about long-term impacts, specify mainly the direct outcomes you anticipate from the research or your research findings.
· TIP: Specify your plans for timely, periodic or regular, and relevant dissemination of research findings. Your plan for communication for research result may of course result from the outcomes you anticipate and outputs you plan to produce. You may indicate here how you plan to disseminate the findings of your research to a wider audience (i.e., knowledge dissemination) and how you plan to connect your research results to end-users (identify them) such as policy-makers and/or community members (i.e., knowledge mobilization). In some cases, knowledge dissemination and mobilization are built into the course of the research process, and do not happen only at the end of the project. 

PROPOSED RESEARCH TIMELINE
· Develop here a chronology of how you plan to spend your time doing research

· Indicate how long do you think the research could be carried out (be realistic in your estimation of time required even while we assume you will be working on the research full-time).
· TIP: Specify clearly which activities will be carried out in what order for how long. (Note: there are some samples of timeline or schedules you can use).

PROPOSED BUDGET

· Create here a realistic budget for your action research project, which identifies specific money to be allocated for research personnel, allowance for you as principal researcher and the members of the research team, travel expenses, cost of living allowance when you have to do field research, money for supplies, money for research equipment, money for production of outputs and for communication of research plans, etc.
· TIP: Go over your action research methodology section and see what logical research expenses might occur in the research methods or procedures indicated.

BIBLIOGRAPHY or REFERENCES CITED

· Instead of a long bibliography, most proposals only included the works cited in the proposal, particularly in the review of related literature and methodology sections. Cite all references consulted, even though they were not cited in the proposal.
· No page limit.
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